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The MFT Consortium of California, representing the academic institutions 
with graduate programs in marriage and family therapy, will be awarding 111 
educational stipends throughout the State. This statewide stipend program, 
administered by Phillips Graduate Institute in Chatsworth, CA, is part of the 
workforce development efforts funded through the Mental Health Services 
Act under the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development. 

$18,500 will be awarded to MFT students who want  
to pursue a career in public mental health practice 

and are trained in the delivery of mental health care 
as directed by the Mental Health Services Act. 

2015-16 MFT Educational Stipend Program 

Application materials will be 
available on August 19, 2015 
 on the website of Phillips 
Graduate Institute, www.pgi.edu 
(MFT Consortium>California State 
Stipend Program) or through the 
stipend representative at the 
student’s school. 

The MFT Consortium of California 

http://www.pgi.edu/


Why is the State awarding educational stipends? 
The MFT Stipend Program is one of several incentive programs funded through the Mental 
Health Services Act (MHSA) under the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development. 
These programs promote the academic education and practicum training of students in the 
mental health disciplines within the principles and values espoused by the MHSA in addressing 
the statewide workforce need for mental health practitioners in underserved communities.  
 

Who is eligible to apply for the 2015-16 MFT Stipend Program?  
Students that meet all of the following requirements are eligible to apply: 

1) Students who have or will have field placement training (practicum) at an agency that is 
operated or contracted by a county mental health or behavioral health department. 

2) Student complete their degree between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. Degree 
completion refers to the conferral date posted on official transcripts. 

3) Students who will complete their degree from an academic institution that is an active 
member of a regional MFT Consortium (see “Qualifying Schools” at www.pgi.edu). 

4) Students who will qualify to register as an MFT Intern with the California Board of 
Behavioral Sciences upon graduation. 

5) Students who qualify for employment in California. 
 

What is required of me if I am awarded an MFT stipend? 
Recipients of the MFT stipends will be required to commit to one year of paid employment or 
volunteer placement at a mental health service agency operated by or affiliated with a county 
mental health or behavioral health department. In addition, recipients selected to provide clinic 
services in a County of Need must search for paid employment or volunteer placement at a 
mental health service agency operated by or affiliated with the County of Need they indicated 
on their application. The qualifying position must be as a mental health clinician that requires 
MFT intern registration. The MFT Stipend Program at Phillips Graduate Institute, along with the 
regional MFT Consortium, determines if the agency and position qualify to fulfill the 
employment or volunteer placement obligation. 
 

Application Information 
The 2015-16 MFT Stipend Program application 
materials and qualifying MFT schools/campuses 
will available at www.pgi.edu MFT Consortium > 
California State Stipend Program on August 19.  
The application form elicits the student’s 
qualifications and includes essay questions.  
 

How will I know if I am selected to receive an MFT stipend? 
Applications will be read and scored by a Stipend Awards Council in early November 2015. 
Council members include local representatives of mental health agencies, mental health 
consumers, state and county officials and MFT professionals.  The MFT Stipend Program at 
Phillips Graduate Institute will notify students via email of their award status by November 20, 
2015. Students selected to be awarded a stipend will be required to attend a 2½ hour Stipend 
Orientation Session in the region awarded. Failure to attend may result in forfeiture of the 
stipend. During the orientation recipients will review and sign the Stipend Agreement that 
details their twelve month employment obligation in a qualifying mental health agency. 
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Application Deadline:  
October 7, 2015 

Applications postmarked after 
October 7, 2015 will not be accepted. 
There are no exceptions. Students 
will be notified via email of receipt 
and eligibility of their application. 

http://www.pgi.edu/
http://www.pgi.edu/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I know if I’m a good candidate for the MFT stipend? 
Students who meet all eligibility requirements, will complete their  field placement training at 
an agency affiliated with a county mental health/behavioral health department, are interested 
in a career in community service, and meet one or more of the objectives of the MFT Stipend 
Program are encouraged to apply. Students need to consult with their faculty advisor or 
school’s stipend representative to determine eligibility and review the student’s qualifications.  

The level of students’ qualifications will be based on the extent to which students convey in the 
application their training and experiences in the following categories: 

1. Public mental health service. In addition to the field placement training, additional 
employment or volunteer experience in a county’s mental health or behavioral health 
delivery system. 

2. Public mental health preparation. Academic knowledge and clinical competence in 
providing services in trauma assessment and treatment, evidence-based practices, and 
recovery-directed care to the population served in the public mental health/behavioral 
health delivery system. Course instruction on the values and principles of the MHSA and 
instruction by individuals with the lived experience in the public mental health system 
and mental illness stigma. 

3. Bicultural/Multicultural capacity.  Personal and/or employment experience in 
communities of diverse cultures, social economic statuses and geographical settings. 

4. Second Language capacity. Capacity to provide clinical services in a second language 
identified as a threshold language for that region. The State defines “threshold 
language” as the primary language, other than English, for a high percentage of the 
population in a geographic region. 

5. Personal experience with public mental health.  Personal experience with mental health 
stigma, serious mental illness and the use of public mental health care. 

6. Career in public mental health service. Commitment to public mental health service as a 
professional by articulating specific career plans.  

7. Career in public mental health service in a county designated as a “County of Need”. 
Career plans include a commitment to be employed or volunteer as an MFT intern with 
an agency located in a State designated County of Need, noted in italics on map.  

 
MFT Consortium of California ∞ California Educational MFT Stipend Program ∞ Page 3 of 4 

   The Objectives of the MFT Stipend Program 
 
1. To recruit MFT students with the capacity to serve the culturally diverse needs of persons in 
mental health care especially in underserved communities  
2. To recruit MFT students who are in recovery of serious mental illness and have experienced public 
mental health care as clients or family members of clients  
3. To recruit MFT students who are trained in the delivery of recovery-oriented mental health 
services and have received instruction by those recovering from mental illness 
4. To recruit MFT students who are community-oriented with career plans to practice in public 
mental health as an MFT intern and licensed MFT professional 
5.   To recruit MFT students who are committed to provide clinical services as a stipend recipient in a 
county designated by the state as County of Need. 



Regional Distribution of Stipends  
Counties of Need in italics  
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MFT Consortium of  
Greater Los Angeles 

Los Angeles 
22 stipends awarded 

 

MFT Consortium  
of Orange County 

Orange County  
12 stipends awarded 

 MFT Consortium of San Diego 
and Imperial Counties 

Imperial, San Diego 
9 stipends awarded 

 

MFT Consortium of  
Greater Sacramento 

Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras,  
El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, Sacramento, 
San Joaquin, Shasta, Solano, Sonoma, 

Sutter, Yolo, Yuba 
14 stipends awarded 

MFT Consortium  
of The Inland Empire 

Riverside,   
San Bernardino 

8 stipends awarded 
 

MFT Consortium 
of The Central Coast 

San Luis Obispo,  
Santa Barbara, Ventura 
8 stipends awarded 

 
 

MFT Consortium 
of The Central Valley 

Fresno, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Madera,  
Mariposa, Merced, Mono, San Joaquin, 

Stanislaus, Tulare, Tuolumne 
14 stipends awarded 

 

MFT Consortium 
of The Bay Area 

Alameda, Contra Costa, 
Humboldt, Marin, Napa, 
Monterey, San Francisco,   
San Mateo, Santa Clara,  

Santa Cruz, Solano,  
Sonoma, San Benito 

24 stipends awarded 

MFT Consortium of California 
MFT Stipend Program – 818.654.1702 

mftconsortium@pgi.edu 
 
 
 

mailto:mftconsortium@pgi.edu


Home Apply Online   Contact Us

QUALIFYING MFT SCHOOLS FOR EDUCATIONAL STIPENDS

Qualifying MFT Schools for 2014-2015 California Educational MFT Stipend Program 
(Subject to change)

MFT Consortium Of Greater Sacramento

Host: 
Carlos Flores, MS Carlos.Flores@phoenix.edu 

Regional Coordinator:
Darlene Davis, M.A., dardav2@earthlink.net

Counties:
Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, El Dorado, Glenn, Lassen, Nevada, Placer, Plumas,
Sacramento, San Joaquin, Shasta, Solano, Sutter, Tehama, Tuolumne, Yolo, and Yuba

Needed languages: 
American Sign Language, Arabic, Cantonese, Farsi, Hindi/Punjabi/Urdu, Hmong, Khmer
(Cambodian), Lao, Mandarin, Native American languages, Russian, Spanish, Tagalog, Ukrainian,
and Vietnamese

Schools:
Brandman University, Roseville - Frank Weber, Ph.D.

California State University, Sacramento - Ann Leber and Shannon Dickson, Psy.D.

National University, Sacramento - Paul Jenkins, Ph.D.

Simpson University - Patsy Shealy, Ph.D.

University of Phoenix, Sacramento - Carlos Flores, MS

University of San Francisco, Sacramento - Steven Pomerantz, Ed.D.

Western Seminary, Sacramento Campus - Laura Frederick

 

MFT Consortium Of The Bay Area

Hosts: 
Steven Tierney, Ed.D. stierney@ciis.edu 
Theresa Raymer, M.S., traymer@jfku.edu 

Regional Coordinator: 
Lamont Hernandez, M.A., lhernandezmft@aol.com

Counties: 
Alameda, Contra Costa, Humboldt, Marin, Monterey,Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Santa Cruz, Solano, Sonoma, San Benito

Needed languages: 
Cantonese, Mandarin, Russian, Spanish, Tagalog, and Vietnamese

Schools:

Jul 
18

Aug
13

Aug
15

Aug
17

MFT CONSORTIUM

MFT Consortium

California State Stipend Program

Stipend Recipients

LA County Stipend Program

LA County Stipend Application

Los Angeles County Stipend Report

LA County Stipend Programs Forms

California Educational MFT Stipend...

NEWS & EVENTS

Information Session 
10:00am - 12:00pm

Information Session 
6:30pm - 8:30pm

Semester/Classes End 
12:00pm - 8:30pm

Semester Begins 
12:00pm - 8:30pm

View More News & Events

CONTACT PHILLIPS
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Argosy University - Rosche Brown

Brandman University, Fairfield and Monterey Campuses - Laura Feren

California Institute of Integral Studies - Steven Tierney, Josefa Molina

California State University, East Bay - Randi Cowdery, Jack Davis

Dominican University of California – Vince Nevins, Diane Suffridge

Golden Gate University - Tom Woolridge, Kit Yarrow

Holy Names University - Helen Shoemaker, Richard Sprott

Humboldt State University - Emily Sommerman

John F Kennedy University - Theresa Raymer

Notre Dame de Namur University - Nusha Askari

St. Mary College of CA - Sarah Blakely, Laura Heid

San Francisco State University - Karl Kwan, Robert Williams

San Jose State University - Glenn Callaghan

Santa Clara University - Lucy Ramos Sanchez, Jerry Shapiro

Saybrook University - Kent Becker; Guillermo Alvarez

Sofia University - Kelly Kilcoyne, Anne Hoffman

University of San Francisco - Cori Bussolari

Western Institute for Social Research - John Bilorusky, Ronald Mah

Wright Institute - Milena Esherick, Karen Godfredsen

MFT Consortium Of The Central Valley

Host: 
Donald Rick Froyd, Ph.D. donald.froyd@phoenix.edu 

Counties: 
Kern, Fresno, Inyo, Kings, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Tulare,
Tuolumne

Needed languages:
Hmong, Lao and Spanish

Schools:
Brandman University, Visalia, Modesto and Hanford Campus - Isa Ribadu, Ph.D.

California State University, Fresno - H. Dan Smith, Ph.D.

California State University, Stanislaus - Kurt Baker, Ph.D.

Fresno Pacific University Biblical Seminary - David Bruce Rose, Ph.D.

National University-Stockton Campus - Susan Williams, Ph.D.University of Phoenix,

Central Valley Campus (Fresno, Bakersfield and Visalia)-Donald Rick Froyd, Ph.D.

National University-Stockton Campus - Susan Williams, Ph.D.

University of Phoenix, Central Valley Campus (Fresno, Bakersfield and Visalia)-Donald Rick

Froyd, Ph.D.

MFT Consortium Of The Central Coast

Host: 
Mariela Marin, MA, LMFT - mmarin1@antioch.edu

Counties: 
San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura

Needed languages:

Phillips Graduate Institute

Address:
19900 Plummer St. Chatsworth, CA 91311
Get Directions

Phone: (818) 861-6627

Main Fax: (818) 386-5699

Student Services Fax: (818) 386-5636

Counseling Center Intake: (818) 386-5615

mailto:donald.froyd@phoenix.edu
mailto:mmarin1@antioch.edu
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Phillips+Graduate+Institute,+CA&daddr=19900+Plummer+St,+Chatsworth,+CA+91311+(Phillips+Graduate+Institute)&hl=en&view=map&geocode=CfFai0yWCS0bFcl_CgId1s7u-CGEuJt1j3T7xQ&t=m&z=17
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Phillips+Graduate+Institute,+CA&daddr=19900+Plummer+St,+Chatsworth,+CA+91311+(Phillips+Graduate+Institute)&hl=en&view=map&geocode=CfFai0yWCS0bFcl_CgId1s7u-CGEuJt1j3T7xQ&t=m&z=17


Spanish

Schools:
Antioch University, Santa Barbara - Mariela Marin, MA, LMFT

Azusa Pacific University, Ventura Regional Center - Maureen Houtz, LMFT

California Lutheran University, Thousand Oaks - Janice Aharon-Ezer, LMFT

California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo - Lisa Sweatt, Ph.D.

Pacifica Graduate Institute - Angela Mohan, LMFT

MFT Consortium Of Greater Los Angeles

Hosts:
José Luis Flores, M.A. jlflores@pgi.edu 
Michele Shepherd, M.A. mshepherd@sfvcmhc.org

Regional Coordinator: 
Dominique Eugene, M.A. breathe@dominiqueeugene.com

County: Los Angeles

Needed languages:
American Sign Language, Arabic, Armenian, Cantonese, Farsi, Khmer (Cambodian), Korean,
Mandarin, Russian, Spanish, Tagalog, Vietnamese, and additional Chinese dialects

Schools:
Antioch University, Los Angeles - Sara Lederer, Psy.D.

Argosy University, LA - Ravinn Lore, Ph.D.

Azusa Pacific University, Azusa - Bobbi Thomas, LMFT

CA State University, Dominguez Hills - Michael Laurent, Ph.D.

CA State University, Long Beach - William Saltzman, LMFT

CA State University, Northridge- Stan Charnofsky, Ed.D.

CA State Polytechnic, Pomona - Jeff Mio, Ph.D.

Fuller Graduate School of Psychology, Pasadena - Kenichi Yoshida, MA

Loyola Marymount University, LA - Kathleen Fogel-Richmond, LMFT, ATR

Mount St. Mary’s College, LA - Darla Dunlop, Ph.D.

Pacific Oaks College, Pasadena - Donald Grant, Psy.D.

Pepperdine University, Los Angeles campuses - Adriana Estrada

Phillips Graduate Institute - Shelly Stee, LMFT, Darryl Christian, LMFT, ATR

The Chicago School of Professional Psychology, LA - Jay Burke, MS

University of La Verne, La Verne - Amy Demyan, Ph.D.

University of Phoenix, LA campuses -  Diana Herwick, Psy.D.

University of Southern California, LA - Mary Andres, Psy.D.

MFT Consortium Of The Inland Empire

Hosts:
Diana Herweck, Psy.D. Diana.Herweck@phoenix.edu

Counties:
Riverside and San Bernardino

Needed languages:
American Sign Language, Spanish, and Vietnamese

Schools:

mailto:jlflores@pgi.edu
mailto:mshepherd@sfvcmhc.org
mailto:breathe@dominiqueeugene.com
mailto:Diana.Herweck@phoenix.edu


Argosy University-Jeshana Avent-Johnson, PsyD

Brandman University, Ontario & Victorville campuses - Christopher Deulen, Ph.D.

California Baptist University - Angela Deulen, LMFT

California State University, San Bernardino - David Chavez, Ph.D.

National University, San Bernardino Campus - Monica Wilson, Ph.D.

Loma Linda University - Winetta Baker, Ph.D., Mary Moline, Ph.D.

University of Phoenix, Southern CA Campus - Diana Herweck, Psy.D.

MFT Consortium Of Orange County

Hosts: 
Mary Read, Ph.D. mread@fullerton.edu
Kathleen Wenger, MA kathleen.wenger@pepperdine.edu

Regional Coordinator: 
Susan Read-Weil, M.A. susanreadweil.mft@gmail.com

County: Orange County

Needed languages:
Arabic, Korean, Spanish, and Vietnamese

Schools:
Argosy University, Orange - Anne Swanson-Leadbetter, LMFT, D.Min     

Azusa Pacific University, Orange - Bobbi Thomas, LMFT

CA Southern University, Irvine - Kathleen Hawks, LMFT

CA State University, Fullerton - Dept. of Counseling - Mary Read, Ph.D.

CA State University, Fullerton - Dept. of Psychology - Mary Read, Ph.D.

Chapman University, Orange - Sheryl Sackrison, LMFT; Courtney Shen

Hope International University, Fullerton - Susan Hastings, LMFT

Pepperdine University, Irvine - Adriana Estrada

The Chicago School of Psychology, Orange - Melody Bacon, Ph.D.

University of Phoenix, Orange County - Michelle Crawford, LMFT

Vanguard University, Costa Mesa - Lisa Hann, LMFT

MFT Consortium Of San Diego And Imperial Counties

Hosts:
Julie Hayden, Ph.D. julie.hayden@socalsem.edu
Linna Wang, Ph.D. lwang@alliant.edu

Regional Coordinator:
Peter McKimmin, Ph.D. peterjmck1@att.net

Counties: 
San Diego, Imperial

Needed languages:
American Sign Language, Arabic, Spanish, Tagalog, and Vietnamese 

Schools:
Argosy University - Suzanne Forbes-Vierling, Ph.D.

Azusa Pacific University, San Diego - Rebecca Kenyon, Psy.D.

Bethel Seminary, San Diego - Ben Lim, Ph.D.

Brandman University, San Diego - Marnie Elam, Ph.D.

National University, San Diego - Brian Tilley, Ph.D.

mailto:mread@fullerton.edu
mailto:kathleen.wenger@pepperdine.edu
mailto:susanreadweil.mft@gmail.com
mailto:julie.hayden@socalsem.edu
mailto:lwang@alliant.edu
mailto:peterjmck1@att.net
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San Diego State University, San Diego - Soh-Leong Lim, Ph.D.

Southern California Seminary, El Cajon - Julie Hayden, Ph.D.

University of Phoenix, San Diego & Imperial campuses - Barbara Burt, Psy.D.

University of San Diego, San Diego - Todd Edwards, Ph.D.
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